2005: Revive, Strive and Thrive

It’s been a long time since I rock and rolled. Here we go, as it is that time of the year again. But this time its different, as I’ve never been through a year like this past one, and I won’t likely experience another one like the coming year. The extremes of high and low were pronounced. I formed the successful NY Heroes Society (in which half of my top 10 achievements are related) and, on the downside, the bottom was the dissolution of my marriage. Though I won’t go into detail, it was simply one of the most painful and paralyzing experiences of my life. Fortunately, Blanca and I are on good terms as we agree that the decision to separate is for the best. So now, it is a new home, new neighborhood, new family, two new jobs, and more surprises to come. As usual, I look forward to all of it with my characteristic self-assurance.

Looking out at the culture, things were pretty good this year. Of course, seeing Rush in concert five times (including a trip to their hometown of Toronto) always helps. Deep Purple from the third row at the Beacon Theater was an unforgettable experience. 

In the cinema it was nice to see The Return of the King sweep the Oscars. I liked many of this year’s films, some more than others, but I noticed one particular element in several of my favorites, like Kinsey, The Aviator, Ray, Troy, even Alexander. Each one portrayed a hero who was undercut by some tragic flaw. The films that had better plots didn’t contain real actors (The Incredibles, Team America). Oh, well. It is clear that the biopic is in and the hero is out.

Reading was good this year, as I kept up on financial journals. I got to meet, and get books signed from John Stossel and Neil Cavuto, two men I respect. And a writer who I respected, admired and befriended passed away this year, Larry Ritter.

Back to the present. In my new career I’ll be selling the market forecasting service of one of the most brilliant economists alive: Richard Salsman. I’ve moved in with an old friend and will be tutoring his 6-year-old daughter. The area is where Alexander Hamilton had a vacation home and Duke Ellington took his “A” train, which I will now take regularly. The sounds of the city, and the rumble of the subway and the airplanes above have all renewed my love for a New York I grew up in, as the Bronx is a 15-minute walk away. The excitement is so thick, and the focus is sharp in the city.

Top 10 Achievements of 2004

10.
Judged essay contests for The Fountainhead, Anthem and Atlas Shrugged. 

9.      Proofread two more books that will be published in 2005: Passion of Ayn Rand’s 

           Critics and The Capitalist Manifesto. 

8. Led a seminar and was a participant in another one, on Ayn Rand’s epistemology. (Yes, it was as difficult as it sounds!)

7. Completed 13-day intensive nutritional and exercise program called Tri-Decathlon.

6.      Organized a hike and received complementary email from the son of Slavomir

 Rawicz, the author of The Long Walk, an account of his 3000 miles walk, 

 from Siberia to India, for his freedom.

5.  Sent copies of Ayn Rand’s books to a journalist in Iraq, who photographed them

 in one of Saddam’s old palaces where the US military has a library.

4.      Organized and led a public reading of the Declaration of Independence at the 

flagpole in Union Square on July 4.                

 3.        Wrote a hero profile on Rush, which received dozens of complementary letters.

2.
Survived a collapsing marriage and landed firmly on my feet.

1. NY Heroes Society’s inaugural event, in which more than 60 people, including some traveling from seven different states, came to attend and be inspired.

Goals for 2005

1. Sell three new subscriptions to InterMarket Forecasting, Inc. (IFI)

2. NY Heroes Society follows up and builds on its success.

3. Teach little Maddie reading, writing, arithmetic—and how to love her life.

4. Save $10,000 by the end of the year.

5. Read and understand IFI’s publications dating back to 2000.

6. Learn a new area of Manhattan that I don’t know like the back of my hand.

7. Visit Australia.

8. Celebrate centennial of Ayn Rand’s birth.

9. Walk to Yankee Stadium and watch a game from the bleachers for the first time in over 30 years.

10. Maintain a positive relationship with Blanca.

